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CAN WE RECONCILE 
PEDAGOGIC PARADOXES? 
by 
JOHN C. WILCOX 
President, NATS 


A geometrician who has succeeded in 
squaring a circle and is ambitious to try a 
more complex problem might attempt to 
“square” the circuitous pedagogic philos- 
ophies of the voice-teaching profession. 
His help would probably be enthusiasti- 
cally welcomed by Chairman Gandell and 
members of his NATS Editorial Commit- 
tee, who are studiously attempting to 
phrase a statement of laws and precepts 
about which there should be universal 
agreement among teachers of singing as a 
basis for training the vocal instrument. 

A draft of the Editorial Committee's 
statement is now in the hands of all mem- 
bers of our Executive Committee for their 
scrutiny and suggestions for revision. 
When revised to conform with a majority 
opinion of the Executive Committee, the 
statement will be printed in the Bulletin 
with an invitation to all members of this 
Association who find themselves in dis- 
agreement with any part of the statement 
to make their suggestions for further re- 
vision. Guided by these suggestions, the 
Editorial Committee will make its final re- 
vision, which may then be accepted as 
officially expressing the prevailing con- 
victions of our current NATS membership 
with regard to the vocal laws and pre- 
cepts under discussion. It is expected that 
the Editorial Committee’s statement will 
be ready for submission to members in the 
next issue of this Bulletin, so that there 
will be time for consideration of their sug- 
gestions for further revision prior to our 
annual meeting, at which time the final re- 
vision may be brought before the attend- 
ing members for discussion inu ratifica- 
tion. 

Among the many services that this As- 
sociation may offer for the betterment of 
contemporary voice teaching and the wel- 
fare of teachers, one of the most impor- 
tant is, in my judgment, that of clarifying 
understanding of those basic laws upon 
which teaching procedures should be 
founded. We should standardize our peda- 
gogic vocabulary to facilitate mutual un- 
derstanding and thus avoid controversies 
which stem from ambiguous terminology. 
I believe that we should not attempt to 
standardize pedagogic devices. Every 
teacher should be free to use his own best 
judgment with regard to devices or 
imagery that he employs in shaping a 
student's vocal habits; but, in the light of 
ithe best contemporary information, it 
should be possible to agree about such fun- 
damental things as Posture, Breathing, 
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Muscular Release, Resonators, Vowel 
Formation, Pronunciation, Articulation 
and Diction — which, by-the-way, are the 
subjects covered in our Editorial Com- 
mittee’s statement referred to in preced- 
ing paragraphs of this article. 

To reach agreement about even these 
few fundamental matters we must bring to 
the task open minds, receptive to authen- 
tic information even when it challenges 
tro ditional opinion, and, above all, we must 
between the revelations of 
»hysiological activities in the voice mech- 
anism that have emerged from scientific 
research and the deductions based only 
upon sensory experiences during use of 
that mechanism. 

It is significant that vocal research to 
date has, in the main, served to explain 
why numerous traditional pedagogic prac- 
tices have been effective in training the 
vocal instrument rather than to discredit 
those practices. Nevertheless, it is im- 
portant that we rderstand the “whys” 
so that our procedures will 
more consist m to physiolog- 
ical laws. Ar ~se, at least a few 
rather wide) devices are thoroughly 
discredited by vuese scientific revelations. 

As Wilmer T. Bartholomew of the Pea- 
body Conservatory research department 
phrased it in his article, “The Paradox of 
Voice Teaching,” “Vocal methods are by 
no means as incompatible or irreconcilable 
with one another, nor with science, as is 
often thought. The differences ... are in 
the type of imagery used, and when meth- 
ods conflict the disagreement is almost 
always to be located, not in the realm of 
physical fact, but in this irrational realm 
of imagery, so necessary to the teacher 
except with a few very intelligent stu- 
dents, while at the same time so delusive 
and untrustworthy. If teachers will recog- 
nize this imagery for what research has 
shown it to be, .. . let them use whatever 
type of imagery they wish... . The scien- 
tist, in the meantime, should be open- 
minded enough to realize that the voice 
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COMMITTEE NEWS 


MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE 

New members in the National Associa- 
tion of Teachers of Singing have been re- 
ceived into the organization on an average 
rate of about twenty-five teachers per 
month during the past year and a half. 
The Eastern and Central districts, which 
include New York and Chicago have sent 
in the largest number of members up to 
the present time. However, every section 
of the country has contributed its share of 
members, and from now on the represen- 
tation from all parts of the country should 
be much more equalized. 

Since the days of organization at Cin- 
cinnati the membership has had a healthy 
growth, but there are hundreds and even 
thousands of teachers throughout the 
country who still have not identified them- 
selves with this great organization. Dur- 
ing these first two formative years, your 
membership committee has exercised care 
and consideration in the acceptance of 
new members. This policy of caution will 
be continued. Only those who have to the 
letter, completely fulfilled the requirements 
of membership and who have been prop- 
erly sponsored have been accepted. Be- 
cause of this careful investigation into the 
credentials of prospective members, the 
calibre of the present membership is high. 
This is as it should be, for if this organiza- 
tion is to justify its existence, the individ- 
ual teacher-member must be a person of 
standing, both personally and profession- 
ally. The strength of our organization is 
dependent on the calibre and quality of the 
individual member. If the present high 
standard is maintained the success of 
NATS is assured. BUT WE NEED MORE 
MEMBERS. We need and must have every 
qualified singing teacher in the country a 
member of NATS, if we are to accomplish 
the great tasks which lie ahead. Changing 
conditions in the educational world, gov- 
ernment and politics makes it imperative 
that our organization be in a position to 
make its voice HEARD. 

The responsibility for bringing the right 
type of teacher into the National organi- 
zation rests not only on the shoulders of 
our regional governors and representa- 
tives-at-large, but upon every teacher- 
member. Our Officers have a big job to 
do and they are doing it well. We can all 
help them by bringing to their attention 
the names of qualified teachers whom we 
know and respect, and seeing to it that 
cordial invitations are extended to them. 
Your Officers will gladly welcome any as- 
sistance in bringing to their attention 
qualified prospective members, and they 
will set the machinery in motion to speed 
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EDITORIALS 


FACING PEACE 

The sudden and welcome ending of hos- 
tilities has brought our Nation face to 
face with the enormous problems of re- 
covery and reorganization for a peace- 
time living. Naturally, the effects of the 
great conflict will be manifest for years to 
come, and our knowledge, wisdom and 
good-will must ever be ready and alert to 
meet the situations that will arise. This 
time we cannotend must not seek to solve 
the difficulties by ignoring them. 

As with the Nation, so in a smaller but 
important way, the voice teaching profes- 
sion must be keen and ready and, above 
all, united, so that through cooperative 
effort it may deal with the changes that 
are sure to come. Thus only can the pro- 
fession exert its influence so that post-war 
problems can be solved with resultant 
benefit to all. The members of NATS can 
be thankful that they had the wisdom to 
organize in the midst of war so that now 
they are in a position to work together on 
all matters that may arise. 

Our profession has one outstanding ad- 
vantage. Most of its members are in it 
* m choice and because they love the 
work. It is the spirit that makes the body 
strong, and this spirit of the individual 
teacher gains in power a hundred-fold 
when many teachers are gathered to- 
gether for the common good. Let the mem- 
bers of NATS continue to work together 
in the same fine spirit they have shown 
since the beginning of our Association and 
all the problems in the coming years will 
be solved advantageously. 

Mention of love for one’s work inevi- 
tably brings to mind the words of a great 
teacher in another field, William Lyon 
Phelps. He wrote: 

"I love to teach. I do not know that I could 
make entirely clear to an outsider the pleasure 
I have in teaching. 1 had rather earn my living 
by teaching than in any other way. In my mind, 
teaching is not merely a life work, a profession, 
an occupation, a struggle; it is a passion. I love 
to teach. 

"I love to teach as a painter loves to paint. 
as a musician loves to play, as a singer loves to 
sing, aS a Strong man rejoices to win a race. 
Teaching is an art—an art so great and so dif- 
ficult to master that a man or woman can spend 
a long life at it without realizing much more 
than his limitations and mistakes, and his dis- 
tance from the ideal. 

“But the main aim of my happy days has 
been to become a good teacher, just as every 
architect and every poet strives toward perfec- 
tion. I love té teach,” 


COMMITTEES 

In reading the reports of our Committee 
Chairmen, members will note in each the 
invitation to take part in the committee 
work. You are urged to accept the invita- 
tion in the spirit in which it is extended 
and to send in suggestions which will aid 
in directing the work of the committees. 
This is your Association and you must 
take part in its activities. 
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VOICE TEACHING 


WILLIAM E. ROSS 
Indiana University 


To sing well is one thing and to teach 
well is another, and just for the sake of 
argument we might add—and never the 
twain shall meet. As a matter of fact sing- 
ing well and teaching well, don’t go to- 
gether easily. 

A singer is interested in his own par- 
ticular vocal problem, or problems, and a 
teacher in the many and varied problems 
of others. To become engrossed in how the 
mechanism works or should work has al- 
ways been said to contribute to conscious 
action, which has been considered fatal to 
the unconscious state or abandon that a 
singer should strive to attain. 

if the professionally minded singer fails 
to get this engagement or that contract 
and doesn’t attribute the loss to luck or 
politics, he may be forced into an analyt- 
ical study of how to solve his problem, or 
find a teacher who can solve it for him. 
His choice of a teacher can fall on either 
one of two types—the teacher who can 
sing well or who has been able to sing 
well—or the teacher who is either a scien- 
tist or medical doctor and who does not 
sing well or never did sing well. 

Good singing has been always consid- 
ered prima facie evidence that the singer 
should be a good teacher, even though he 
may know nothing of the vocal mechanism 
or how it works. Like other singers, the 
singer-teacher will base his approach on 
sensation and imagery and how it sounds. 
If he gets good results, then he is satisfied 
that his approach is correct—-If he doesn't, 
then he is apt to place the blame on the 
student. 

After a period of study with the singer- 
teacher, the singer may decide to do a lit- 
tle teaching himself. In this day and age, 
with comparatively little opportunity to 
sing professionally, the chances are that 
he will teach. Would you say that he was 
qualified to develop or build voices on cor- 
rect principles? Will his teaching ap- 
proach be anything more than a matter of 
coaching which he may do very well? He 
must necessarily teach on a basis of sen- 
sation, imagery, and how it sounds, and 
learn to teach as he teaches. 

If the singer had chosen the poor singer, 
scientist teacher, he probably would be at 
a loss to understand what was going on 
vocally. His scientific teacher would elimi- 
nate much of what singers use in the way 
of sensation and imagery and whether the 
tone sounds good or not as unscientific and 
untrue. For example, the scientist-teacher 
claims that quality, loudness and even 
vowel formation are basically the result of 
vocal chord action. The singer-teacher be- 
lieves that quality and loudness are a mat- 
ter of resonance with the emphasis on 
head-resonance, and singing forward in 
the masque with vowel formation a mat- 
ter of mouth, lips, tongue, and throat 
action. What the scientist says may be 
basically true but how to get results is 


another consideration which the singer- 
teacher gets without scientific basis by 
trial and error. 

So we are confronted with a situation 
almost as old as voice teaching itself: the 
teacher who sings well but doesn’t know 
how or why, and the teacher who knows 
how and why, but can’t sing. In the middle 
stand the vocal students, not just a few 
but thousands, and the number might run 
into the millions when school children are 
included.—Potentially many of these have 
excellent voices, but for the most part they 
never get to first base vocally because of 
a grossly inefficient approach to the teach- 
ing of voice. 

The answer would seem to be obvious: 
the two types of teachers must get to- 
gether. The singer-teacher should have a 
basic scientific approach to work with his 
singing approach; the scientist-teacher 
should have some conception of a singer- 
teacher’s ways and means of getting re- 
sults to correlate with his scientific facts 
and truths. How to get the two types to- 
gether would seem to be largely a matter 
first of a survey of basic theories and 
methods used by all teachers and then 
subjecting these findings to scientific con- 
sideration and study. From this procedure 
there should develop at least one definite, 
tangible, scientific approach to the teach- 
ing of voice, and then, many various but 
true or correct approaches as to how to 
develop the potential talents of our many 
students. Then we need organization even 
to a clearing house for information in the 
form of a national office and director. 
Methods and theories should be demon- 
strated at meetings and clinics. 

Good teaching methods should be com- 
mon knowledge, if we are to have voice 
teachers worthy of the name and if we are 
to have a high standard of singing. 
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CAN WE RECONCILE ... 
(Continued from Page 1) 


teacher’s lingo is by no means all fanciful, 
but based, perhaps unconsciously, on a 
curiously complex but very real physio- 
logical structure.” 

I am sure that the members of NATS, 
by and large, typify America’s most sin- 
cere, intelligent and altruistic voice 
teachers. They are banded together in this 
Association because they wish to contrib- 
ute toward better informed teaching and 
to participate in the benefits of its com- 
posite achievements. They may be trusted 
to give their earnest thought and disinter- 
ested cooperation to any important edu- 
cational project brought before them. I 
am confident of their interested consider- 
ation of our Editorial Committee’s state- 
ment about “Training the Vocal Instru- 
ment” when it is released to them—and of 
succeeding papers and reports that will 
follow from this and other committees. 


CO-ORDINATOR’S REPORT 


Throughout the months of June, July 
and August the routine work of the vari- 
ous Regional Districts proceeded as usual, 
with a reasonable allowance made for 
some slight slowing up of procedure due to 
hot weather, vacations and other similar 
conditions. 

During the foregoing period 194 invita- 
tions were issued to prospective members. 
Out of this number 41 actual applications 
were forwarded to the Chairman of the 
Committee on Admissions. These figures 
are taken from the records of the Co- 
ordinator, which also indicate that the 
total membership as of September 1, 1945 
was 462. Due to the necessity for the 
Bulletin going to press in September, no 
additional membership data for that 
month could be included. It is the aim of 
the Governors to have this number well 
over the 500 mark by January 1, 1946. 

The foregoing figure of 41 actual appli- 
cations received out of a total of 194 in- 
vitations issued affords a striking illustra- 
tion of the difficulties under which the 
Regional Governors are laboring in their 
country-wide effort to interest vocal 
teachers in NATS and the advantage of 
membership in this organization. It is be- 
coming increasingly evident each day that 
the Governors and Representatives-at- 
Large must have the heartiest collabora- 
tion of every NATS member in this par- 
ticular constructive phase of bringing the 
Association’s name and influence into 
their own cities and towns. Members are 
earnestly requested to send in to their re- 
spective Governors the names of teachers 
whose standing and experience conform 
with the requirements of the constitution. 

As reported in the June Bulletin, the 
Eastern District held in New York City its 
first District meeting during that month. 
Plans are now being formulated for a re- 
gional organization which will facilitate 
the functioning of this district. The antici- 
pated Regional meetings of the Southern 
and Southeastern Districts have had to be 
postponed, due to geographic and trans- 
portation difficulties. Regional Governor 
Bair, of the Southeastern District reports 
that a December meeting is now contem- 
plated. 

In a recent Inter-District Bulletin to all 
Regional Governors (No. 33), the Co- 
ordinator stressed the following pertinent 
facts: 

(1) That NATS still faces the challenge 
of several thousands of vocal teachers 
located all over the United States who are 
not yet enrolled in our organization. 

(2) Generally speaking, a large majority 
of vocal teachers in this country are still 
not organized. Many do not seem to realize 
that economic and political changes are 
rapidly taking place and that even now 
they need the services of strong national 
representation such as NATS can and 
must afford. 

(3) That there must be complete co- 
ordination between each Governor and his 
Representative-at-Large, through which 


(Continucd ou Page -i) 
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CO-ORDINATOR’S REPORT 
(Continued from Page 3) 

a more intimate contact may be gained 

between Regional Officials and District 

members. 

(4) That in the last analysis the Na- 
tional Association is at all times as strong 
as its weakest District. Therefore every 
District member must consider it his or 
her duty to encourage and assist in every 
way the effort being made by their Re- 
gional officials in behalf of NATS so that 
the latter may reach the goal now in view 
of a nation-wide position of prominence 
and recognition in the American music 
scene. LEON CARSON, 
Co-ordinator of Field Activities 


COMMITTEE NEWS 
(Continued from Page 1) 
their acceptance into the organization 
without undue delay. 

Incidentally, much valuable time can be 
saved if applicants for membership com- 
ply with the following rules: 

1. FILL OUT APPLICATION CARD 

CAREFULLY. 

2. SEE TO IT THAT PROPER SPON- 
SORS HAVE BEEN SECURED 
WITH THEIR SIGNATURES AT- 
TACHED. 

3. READ AND SIGN THE CODE OF 
ETHICS. 


4. ATTACH CHECK FOR DUES (make 
checks payable to The National Asso- 
ciation of Teachers of Singing). 

5. FILL OUT AND ATTACH THE 
BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH. 


Finally, now that the war is over, we 
can settle down to the job of really making 
NATS a powerful influence among the 
professional musical organizations of the 
country. Our profession must protect its 
every interest if it is to survive. The re- 
sponsibility for accomplishing this rests on 
all of us, not just our elected officers. 

Beginning today, let us make it a point 
to invite the outstanding teachers in every 
state and every community to become a 
member of the National Association of 
Teachers of Singing. If you will get the 
applications signed, sealed and deiivered, 
your officers and membership committee 
will do the rest. 

BERNARD U. TAYLOR, 
Chairman 


SURVEY COMMITTEE 


The work of the survey committee is 
still in the preliminary stages. Our objec- 
tive has been to explore the field so that we 
could obtain sufficient information that 
would be of possible benefit to the Associa- 
tion in determining its objectives. The 
items listed are the objectives so far re- 
ceived from the committee for discussion. 
We will later try to get these into form for 
consideration by the Association. The 
work of the committee has been largely 
exploratory. I think this is very necessary 


to determine the views of members of the 
organization regarding the objectives per- 
tinent to a profession. We will be very 
happy at all times to have the views of the 
membership. This will be most helpful to 
the committee. 

The G.I. Bill of Rights. That the NATS 
make every effort to make it possible for 
the returning Service man or woman to 
study with a private teacher, should they 
so desire. The present law reads that they 
must enroll in a college or school. 

—2Q— 

The practice of teachers in our large 
school systems giving private instruction 
after school hours thereby competing with 
specialized instructors in the various voice 
studios. 

The competition for talent between the 
colleges and privately endowed institu- 
tions on the one hand and the voice studio 
on the other, to the great disadvantage of 
the other. 

It is suggested that the Association work 
with other musical organizations to get a 
Secretary of Fine Arts in the President’s 
Cabinet. 

—5— 

That we consider ways and means of 
raising the standard of singing on the air. 
That competent vocal authorities take an 
active interest in their local committees 
to raise the level of performance. So much 
of this is done at the present time by in- 
strumentalists in the various broadcasting 
studios. 

—6§— 

That the Association emphasize the im- 
portance of disseminating information 
relative to standards of singing through 
the medium of a magazine or a personal 
bulletin. It is felt that teachers of sing- 
ing should give more attention to educat- 
ing the public on what constitutes proper 
voice production and correct singing. 

WILLIAM E. JONES, 
Chairman. 


RESEARCH COMMITTEE 

The primary purpose of the research 
committee should be to serve the member- 
ship of the NATS. This service can be 
accomplished in the following ways: (1) 
By sending out information on various 
new methods or theories in the teaching 
of singing; (2) by reviewing significant 
voice research in terms or language more 
understandable to the average teacher; 
(3) by encouraging research among the 
members of the association and different 
graduate schools of speech or music 
throughout the country and (4) by acting 
as a clearing house for the solution of 
complex problems in the teaching of sing- 
ing. 

Most of the research accomplished by 
teachers of singing has been the result of 
reflective thinking, which has resulted in 
as many different opinions as there are 
teachers. Then there has always been a 
number of scientists or doctors who know 


nothing or comparatively little about 
singing, but who claim to know the facts 
through research or otherwise. 

Such conditions as the foregoing have 
only led to a great deal of confusion and 
mistrust. By setting up different ap- 
proaches to the teaching of singing based 
on (1) the collection and utilization of cer- 
tain vocal facts; (2) evidence that can be 
measured or checked by definite proced- 
ures; (3) the interpretation of vocal facts 
and (4) a certain amount of critical reflec- 
tive thinking, the research committee can 
make its service more concrete. 

The different approaches can be deter- 
mined by a survey of a cross-section of the 
singing teachers of the United States. A 
survey already has been prepared, based 
on the Hollerith system of tabulation, and 
will be presented to the officers of the 
NATS for approval. The survey is un- 
biased. It merely outlines differences in 
theoretical approach and promotes no par- 
ticular method or basic theories. 

In addition, preliminary research has 
been carried on during the summer on 
breathing. Further tests will be carried on 
in the fall with a complete report to be 
made by January 1, 1946. 

President Wilcox has asked the research 
committee to compile a resumé of signifi- 
cant research to date. The last resumé was 
prepared by Wilmer Bartholomew and 
presented at the MTNA Convention in 
Pittsburgh in 1937. The text was printed in 
the 1937 book of preceedings which report- 
ed the convention. Mr. Bartholomew also 
outlined what he considered a basic under- 
lying theory of voice production. 

In the light of its findings in the field of 
research, the research committee will out- 
line an underlying basic theory to be con- 
sidered at the next meetings of the NATS. 

WILLIAM E. ROSS, 
Chairman 


EDITORIAL COMMITTEE 


The Editorial Committee has prepared a 
first draft of the paper on “Training the 
Vocal Instrument” for early submission to 
the Association members for their com- 
ment and suggestion. The Committee 
wishes to make sure that this first and 
highly important statement be put in a 
form that may satisfy the large majority 
of our members. 

There will be other papers, following this 
statement, at intervals, in which the Com- 
mittee hopes to cover by degrees the vari- 
ous problems and doubts which beset all 
conscientious teachers of singing. 

Titles have already been suggested, 
among them Vocal Terminology, Voice 
Diagnosis, and Pedagogic Devices and 
Imagery. But very likely there are many 
more subjects which ofr members would 
like to present for discussion. It will there- 
fore be a real help to the Committee if any 
member who has a theme in mind will 
kindly communicate with the Chairman 
at an early date. 

S. M. K. GANDELL, 
Chairman 


